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ABSTRACT (ABSTRACT)

Officials at the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum yesterday cast doubt on the claims of an ex-convict who
maintains that he can broker the return of $200 million in stolen artworks.

Breaking their longstanding policy of silence on details of the daring 1990 heist, museum officials said they
wanted to set the record straight about the offerings William P. Youngworth Ill made to the press: They're wrong.

Youngworth claimed he knew the burglars left an unalarmed museum window unlocked, and that the precious
paintings were secured to the Gardner's walls with special bolts.

FULL TEXT

Officials at the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum yesterday cast doubt on the claims of an ex-convict who
maintains that he can broker the return of $200 million in stolen artworks.

Breaking their longstanding policy of silence on details of the daring 1990 heist, museum officials said they
wanted to set the record straight about the offerings William P. Youngworth Ill made to the press: They're wrong.

Youngworth claimed he knew the burglars left an unalarmed museum window unlocked, and that the precious
paintings were secured to the Gardner's walls with special bolts.

"Given the widespread publicity surrounding these details, the museum has decided to let the public know that
those details are inaccurate,” said Joan Norris, the museum's director of marketing.

Meanwhile, convicted art thief Myles J. Connor Jr., one of Youngworth's longtime associates, was en route to
Boston from a federal prison in Pennsylvania to meet with federal prosecutors about the missing paintings.

Authorities want Connor, who was not expected to arrive until last night, to appear this week before a grand jury.

Martin Leppo, Connor's lawyer, said he was unsure what Connor knows about the Gardner heist, but he is sure his
client won't allow himself to become a stool pigeon.

"Myles Connor is not interested in giving any information that would lead to an indictment of anybody,” said Leppo.
"He's not an informant.”
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In March 1990, 13 paintings, valued at more than $200 million, were taken from the Gardner by two men, dressed
as police officers, who forced their way inside.

Though he was in prison at the time, Connor's name almost immediately surfaced as the possible mastermind
because of his reputed ability to rip off -- and secure the return of - valuable artworks. Since then, he has tantalized
investigators by offering his expertise in stolen objets d'art.

The stakes elevated when Youngworth, of Randolph, was charged with drug and weapons violations last month.
Youngworth went public with an offer: He and Connor would broker the return of the Gardner paintings in exchange
for immunity and the $5 million reward.

As collateral, Youngworth told the Boston Herald earlier this month that he had secret information about the theft.

But sources familiar with the investigation believe that Youngworth -- who has already met with the Gardner's head
of security and with federal investigators -- was recycling inaccurate details from old news reports.

"Connor and Youngworth have not come up with one piece of new information,” said one source close to the case.
Still, Youngworth yesterday behaved as though he held vital details, holding court from a motel room out of state.

"Myles Connor will be released, or there will be no deal,” he declared.

DETAILS
Subject: Art theft; Immunity from prosecution
People: Youngworth, William P 1ll Connor, Myles J Jr
Company: Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum-Boston MA
Publication title: Boston Globe; Boston, Mass.
Pages: B, 1:1
Number of pages: 0
Publication year: 1997
Publication date: Aug 27,1997
Section: METRO/REGION
Publisher: Boston Globe Media Partners, LLC

Place of publication: Boston, Mass.



Country of publication:

Publication subject:

ISSN:

Source type:

Language of publication:

Document type:

Accession number:

ProQuest document ID:

Document URL:

Copyright:

Last updated:

Database:

LINKS

United States, Boston, Mass.

General Interest Periodicals—-United States
07431791

Newspaper

English

News

04688475

403875938

https://www.proquest.com/newspapers/gardner-rebuts-details-heist-says-ex-
convicts/docview/403875938/se-2?accountid=9758

Copyright Boston Globe Newspaper Aug 27, 1997
2017-11-10

U.S. Newsstream

Linking Service, Linking Service

Database copyright 0 2022 ProQuest LLC. All rights reserved.

Terms and Conditions Contact ProQuest


https://www.proquest.com/newspapers/gardner-rebuts-details-heist-says-ex-convicts/docview/403875938/se-2?accountid=9758
https://www.proquest.com/newspapers/gardner-rebuts-details-heist-says-ex-convicts/docview/403875938/se-2?accountid=9758
http://library.brown.edu/easyarticle?ctx_ver=Z39.88-2004&ctx_enc=info:ofi/enc:UTF-8&rfr_id=info:sid/ProQ:northeastnews1&rft_val_fmt=info:ofi/fmt:kev:mtx:journal&rft.genre=article&rft.jtitle=Boston%20Globe&rft.atitle=Gardner%20rebuts%20%60details'%20of%20heist%20Says%20ex-convict's%20claims%20are%20wrong:%20%5BCity%20Edition%5D&rft.au=Ric%20Kahn%20and%20Stephen%20Kurkjian,%20Globe%20Staff&rft.aulast=Ric%20Kahn%20and%20Stephen%20Kurkjian&rft.aufirst=Globe&rft.date=1997-08-27&rft.volume=&rft.issue=&rft.spage=B.1&rft.isbn=&rft.btitle=&rft.title=Boston%20Globe&rft.issn=07431791&rft_id=info:doi/
http://partneraccess.oclc.org/wcpa/servlet/Search?wcapi=1&wcpartner=proquesta&wcautho=100103423&wcissn=07431791&wcdoctype=ser
https://www.proquest.com/info/termsAndConditions
http://about.proquest.com/go/pqissupportcontact

	Gardner rebuts `details' of heist Says ex-convict's claims are wrong

