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: it was as extensive as it is.

judge, 1 decline to commenit on the matter.”

BULGER IMPLICATED,

Brian Halloran was a dead man.
And the FBI knew it.

Just a few days before Halloran
was gunned down along the Boston
waterfront, an FBI official whispered
to then-US Attorney William F. Weld, *I would not
wunt to be standing next to this gu;

In fact, the FBI's deeision to deny Halloran en-
try into its witness protection program may have
cost Halloran his lfe.

Halloran was awaiting trial for the murder of &
drug dealerin Junuary 1952 when he walked into
the FBI's Baston office and announeed he wanted
t0 cooperate mgainst Bulger and Flemmi because he
feared they were trying o kil him.
iffered 10

H
but wanted immunity from proseeution and protee
i

all the way” sgainst the two,

tion for himself and his family, secording 1o the
FBI report. A member of the Winter Hill gang who
had frequent dealings with Bulger and Flemmi,
Halloran told a tale of murder and mayhem.

For apeners, he described how he dropped off
South Boston bookmaker Loais Litif st Triple 0's
tavern on April 12, 1980, for an alter-hours meeting
h Bulger. Moments later, Halloran said, he
watched as Bulger and an associate ngged Litif's
plastic-wrapped body out the back doar of the
South Boston har and dumped it into the trunk of
Litif's new Lincoln, The ear and the body were lat-
er found in the South End.

Then Halloran moved on to another bloody
murder scene, this one in Oklahoma. He claimed he
could help solve the shooting death of millionaire
Roger Wheeler, the Telex Corp. chairman who was
shat ta death on May 27, 1981, outside an exclusive
Tulsa country elub

Wheeler had bought World Jai Alal (WIA)
three vears earlier and suspected Somerville's Win-

ter Hill gang of skinming profits from the com.
puny’s operation in Connectieut.

Halloran elaimed that his friend, John Callahan,
former president of WJA, summaned him to
meeting with Bulger and Flemmi in Janiary 1951
at Callahan's Boston waterfront apartment.

Halloran said Callahan asked him to murder
Wheeler, who suspeeted that employees who re-
mained loyal to Callshan were doing the skimming.
Later, Halloran said, Callahan told him he wasn't
noeded wrd the urder s caried ont by Bulger,
Flemmi, and John Martors

Despite the significan RUEE
authorities in Oklahoma say the FBI in Bostan nes.
er shared it mlll lhr m.

Instea nt Morris said he passed along;
werd to Cannoly that Hlkran was cooperatng
with another squad in the FBI against his two
rized informasts.

Morrs sl tha Connelythen o Bulger
and Flemmi thut Halloran
Wheeler's murder, prompting Cannolly to file n i
formant report from Bulger arguing that “there
was no way that they would have been involved
with Halloran in conneetion with anything, let alone
murde

Ultimately, the FBI. along with Strike Force
Chief O'Sullivan, concluded that Halloran was unre-
Jiable wnd turned him wway from an FBI safe house
on Cape Cod.

Weeks later, on )
gunned down as he left
in South Bostan

Callahan, being sought for questioning as 4 po-
tential witness in the Halloran and Wheeler
slayingz, was found murdered three months later in
Miami

Tn u recent interview, Connolly said he “abso-
Jutely never” told Bulger and Flemmi that Halloran

1882, Halloran was
bar on Northern Avenue

Howie Winter
never saw

Bulger coming

owie Winter, who was replaced by
Whitey Bulger as head of the Win-
ter Hill gang, says “no way” did he
ever suspeet that Bulger was an
FBI informant. And he's had 12 years in fod-
eral prison to think aboat it - all of it for two
cases in which Bulger has provided informa-
tion to the FBI
“Its still hard for me to believe,” Winter
sai of recent reveltions about Bulger's
double-dealing, speaking
from the federal peniten-
tinry in Pennsylvani
whore he's serving time
for dealing drugs.
Winter's version of
underwarld events
arply contradicts that
of former FBI agent
John J. Connolly, who
persunded Bulger ta
turn informant in the fall
of 19
At the time, ac
ing to Connl
England mob inderboss
Gennaro “Jerry” Angiulo

—
was on the verge of wwar

with the Winter Hill 11 it was m
gang to resolve n dispute .

over the place nt of enem l Wo

vending machin
around Greater Boston,
Comnolly said he
warned Bulger that An-
ginlo would probably use
corrupt law-enforcement
contacts (0 set up his
Winter Hill rivals, and
suggested that Bulger
use the FBI to turn the tables on Angiulo.
It was & deal Bulger accepted. Connolly
says Bulger told him that Winter and other
higgh-ranking members of the gang blessed
the arrangement and eonsidered him their
“linison” to the FBI
er burst out lughing at Connally's
claim, insisting it was only lust year, when
the FBI acknowledged the ties, that he
Jearned Bulger and his partner, Stephen

rather take

1y worst

cooperate against
them. . . Myself, I'd

cyanide pill.”

HOWIE WINTE

“The Rifleman” Flemmi, were longtime FBI
informants. Winter also said FBI reports by
Cannolly alleging & turf hattle between the
Winter Hill gang and the Mafia over vending
‘machines were “a fantasy
“We weren't rivals, but we were not part.
ers cither,” Winter said. “Jerry Angiulo a}
w..xm.ml me and the pesplé around me

Iiur Ihll ind Flemmi did not, FBI re-
ports unsealed in federad court hearings in
Boston reveal that the two men told the FBI
ahout the netivities of Winter and other
members of his gang.

Now fecleral proseeutors have urged
Winter, who has four years left on a 10-year
sentenee., to eooperate with them sgaint the
duplicitous gangsters. He said he has re
fuse

*IE it was my worst enemy [ wouldn't co-

erute ugainet them,”
‘Winter said. “Myself, |
think I'd rather take &
eyanide pill than go trap
someone L!M. to save my
own as

Winter's friendship
‘with Flemmi dates back
to the early 1960s, when
they were hoth warking
for Somerville gang boss
James “Buidy” MeLean,
who was gunned down in
1965 during the Irish
gang wars,

Winter said he met
Bulger in the 1970%,
when Bulger enlisted his
help in resolving
bloody dispute between
rival gangs in South Bos-
ton, Bulger later bogan
hanging around Winter
Hill in Somerville, even-

uldn't

a tually teaming up with
Flemmi
Winter said he didn't
R ‘wocialize much with

Bulger, but considered
Flemmi a good friend.

“I thought the world of Stevie Flemmi,”
Winter said. “He wis 2 man's man."

10 1979, federal prosecutors indicted 21
people — ineluding Winter - in & million-dol
lar horse race-fixing scheme, but removed
am;m“m Flommi from the ease hecause
were informants. Winter spent six y
in prison

SHELI

MURPHY

had turned FBI informant against them before he
was killedl, Connolly said he filed reports before
Halloran's death noting that Bulger claimed the
‘Mafia was going to kill Halloran

“The fallout from the investigation spread with-
in the FBL us sgents in Oldahoma City and Miami
aceused the Boston office of stunewalling about
Wheeler and Halloran

into the Baston office,
u.'w to the Wheeler case accused
fling” his file and leaking informa
tion to Bulger and Flemmi that would help them
estabish libix. Connoly vehemently deries the
charge

At it ‘onnolly refused to eall in Bulger and
Flemmi to have them photographed so investiga-
tors in Oklahoms eould show their pietires to po-
tential witnesses, According to recent testimony hy
James Ring, who was then supervisor of the orga-
nized-erime squad, Connolly beeame *defensive”
about the photo request, arguing that Bulger an
Flemmi had proclaimed their innocence. Connolly

relented only after Ring threatened to drop Bulger
and Flemmi as informants.

Still, the FBI didn't force Bulger and Flemmi to
take polygraph examinations after they refused. In
contrast, Halloran was dropped as an informant
when he refused 1o take the lie deteetor test.

“For a long time we thought, it's just pure in-
competence,” said Wheeler's son, David, who now

- David Wheeler; on his belief that the FBI obstructed the investigation of his father's murder

ing around South Boston when they saw something
they wanted: & newly renovated liquor store on the
site of what had until recently been an abandoned
gas station,

It meant nothing to Bulger and Flemmi that
Stephen and Julie Rakes didn't want to sell Stippo's
Liquor Mart.on Old Colony Avene.

During & menacing visit to the Rakes's South
Bostan home during the first week of the nes
Bulger and Flemmi handed Stephen Rakes
stuffed with $67,000 cash and announced they
buying the liquor store, aceording to testimon

“We don't want to selli," sald Rakes, who was
home with his two.young dunghters whils his wife
was working at the store.

Fletnmi allegedly sat down at the Kitchen table
pulled one of Rakes's blond-haired daughters anto
his lp, and set a gun on the table in front of her.
‘The eurious toddler picked up the gun and playfully
sucked on the handle, according to federal grand
Jury testimony revealed in court.

“It would be & shame not to see your children
grow up,” Bulger allegedly sai

orrified Rakes called his vife at the
and told mr Yo pack up al el bilogings el
come homs

‘Wit days, then-Basion Plice Detectve
seph Lundbohm said he went to Connolly on behalf
of his nieee, Julie Rukes, unaware that Bulger und
Flemmi were informants and Connolly was their

he took no action to stop the hos
tile takeover by Bulger and Flemmi because the
couple “did ot warit o get wired up and they did
not want to be witnesses. How do you make a case
likes that
Tt was a chiling lesson for the Rakeses, who dis-

eovered a few days later that Bulger knew they had
complained to the FBI
“Whitey said to back off,” Stephen Rakes told

Lundbohm, who said he suspected Connally tipped
Bulger about their meeting. In 1 Globe interview,
Connolly denied leaking the information

Connolly said m couldn't recall whether he re-
ported the incident to his supervisor, but federal
prsecuties sid  arch of PR ek fulld 0 11
cover any paperwrk an it. It appears Connolly
made a unilateral decision to neither investigate the
extortion nor pass it along to & supervisor.

‘The store was sold to Bulgers friend, Kevin
Weeks — at lenst on paper - without a hitch and was
renamed the South Boston Liquor Mart, 1t immedi-
ately beeame a new hangout for Balger and
Flnzan

the FBI was patronizing Bulger’s store. A
1060 rai o the Licunr Mart by the Drug Enfore
‘ment Administration, the Suffolk County Orgunized
adl neovered a receipt indi
cating the FIBI bought liguor at discount prices to
annial Christmas party monthe

The receipt indicated that the liquor was pur-
chased by ugent Dick Baker, the party organizer.
And a separate pieee of noteboak paper indicated
who the agent was: “Dick Baker (fidend of Johs
Connolly).™ Connally does not deny the FBI bought
Tiquor . the siore but says the piece of paper with
his name on it was plantes]

No Fg1 FoLLowup
TO EXTORTION

believes the FBI has obstructed the
into his father's mury ut | never dreamed it
was as extensive as it i

WHITEY AND STEVIE
(GO SHOPPING

It was Christmas time 1983 and
Whitey Bulger and Stevie Flemmi
were out shopping. They were cruis-

The series |
Sunday: Crossing the line

James. “Whitey” Bulger and FBI
agent John Connolly foin_forces,
«creating u bond that benefits both
their careers.

Monday: The Mafia myth

Mhe FBI clabms Bulger played o
key role In destroylng the Angiulo
Mafia family in Boston. But is it
true?

Tuesday: An overvalued asset
Inside the FBI, agent Connolly re-
peatedly embollishes Bulger's
worth.

Today: Price of protection
With the FBI in their corn
Bulger und puriner Stevie Flemmi

Roger Wheeler, the
Telex Co. chairman
shot to death in 1981, po's Liquor Mart

foreed to sell Stip-

Rakeswas  Brian Halloran, killed
after FBI vejected
information.

Francis X. Green was
threatened over an
unpaid loan.

run rackets - and more - with im-
punity

Tomorrow: Drugs in Southie

The “Town" tolerated Bulger in
the belief thut he kept drug dealers
at bay. But Bulger broke the bar-
fuin.

Globe Online

This series is available inga o
on the Globe Online 5t

ttp/wrm boston.com.
Use the k&-‘\\rw\ Spotiient. ¢ Wolf.

"
heduled to resume in Augnst, foeus on wheth

The context

prosecution in exchange for info

New Eny
he inside story of the FBI's two-decade en-

angsters were effectively given immunity from

mation about the

gland Mafia.

The proceedings huve resulted n the public disclo-

tanglement with James “Whitey” Bulger and  sure of hundreds of previously-secret reports from the

Stephen “The Riffeman” Flemmi can nowbe  FBI and
told ult of extraordinary court hear- cords, nu
etermine whether or not the 190

efore US District Judge

§indietments  er matertals obtained b
against the pair shonld be dismissed paint a
Those hearings bef

other law-enforeement agencics. Those re-
umeroas interviews, court testimony, and oth-
the Globe Spotlight Team
he nation’s most elite eri-
ers working in collusion with two of the re

portrait of some o

L mefighte

Years after Louis Litif was alleg-
edly murdered in Triple 0's, Bulger
and his friends summoned an unsus-
peeting businessman to a meeting in
the Broadway tavern, according to

ing him to & meeting in an upstairs apart
the lute 1980s.

Bulger, um.,s;umui by his friends Kevin
Weeks and Kevin
spare Slinger's life in ext rhm e
when Slinger had the sudacity to arrive at a follow-
up meeting with the trio packing a gun,
beaten and kieked as an enraged Bulger ordered
his friends to “go downstairs and get a body bag."

After Bulger's demand increased to $50,)00,
Slinger reported the extortion te the FBI. Agent
! Jm Newton testified that the FBI had “a great
case” against BulH because Slinger was willing 1o
wear a wire and test

\ull the FBI uws no aetion.

YNeil told Slinger that he'd only
525,000, but “there wasn't going to be
westigution,” sccording to testimony in
eral court h in
) supe Bruce Ellavsky, testified
that the FBI .|w|.w|| e case because the extor
tion stopped and Stinger no lunger wanted 1 g
forward

Yet, Ellavsky could't explain why there were
no FBI reports on the incident

el

There was no mystery about why Bulger and
Flemmi never ot canght up in an FBI investiga
tion in the late 1950s of & Roxbury bookie who was
paying them “rent” and dealing extensively with
thetn. The it were warned o stay away by agent
e wiretap was going into John

adl taken three bribes from

But he also testifed he was tired of the hold
Bulgger and Flemmi had on him and the relentless

expunsion of their criminal network. And hr‘\\.mml
no more blood on his han haro
alone, the former organizedterime supervisar vt
them. y more Hall
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