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A fixer tells his now-familiar story

B Me edien
Glabe S

dset bt i e testumony. four hours
of Jeremiah O'Sullivan quietly asking the questions
‘about bribes and fixes and payofts and four hours of An
thaay P Ciulls just a8 quielly snswering them, only one
hero emery

His name 1s Antoso Pellot

In testimony yesterday in the race fixing and rack
eteering trial in US District Court in Baston, Ciulla sud
more than & score of jockeys and tramers m Rhode |y
land and Pennsylvania had been apprasched to
i 1974 and 1978

Only Antomio Pelot refused. Ciulls said

1 asked Bobby DeLuca if he had spoken 1 (joc
keys) Mr Pellot and Mr. (Richard) Buisson.” Ciulla tes-
tified about the alieged fix of the mnm race at Lincoln
Downs in Rhode Island on March 20, 1975. “Mr. Peliot
5aid 5o and Mr. Buisson said 0K

Cialla said no more about Antonio Pellot. For the
rest of day, the government’s chief witness would talk
about his attempts at fixing six races st Lincoln Dywny
and Pocono Downs in Pennsylvania and how to one
refused

a, described 43 & carees fixer from Stoneham,

sat on the witness stand, speaking softly but in a deep
woice in1o the microphone directly in front of him. Be-
cause there are 12 lawyers defending the nine men on
trial, the counsel have taken up all the seats normally
occupied by the defendants before the bench

‘The defendants sit in the first two rows of the spec
tator gallery. Howard T. Winter of Somerville and James
M Martorano of Quincy, among the alleged ringleaders
in the scheme. st in the front row. Sitting in the second
row, 2 il belitting their secondary rales as alleged
sccomplices, were Robert (Teacher) Owen of North
Providence and jockey Normas ver of Attleboro.

Ciulla rarely looked aver 1o the defendants. Even
when Winter smiled and shook hus head from side to side
when Ciulla testified that Winter had told him to tesch a
disobedient Pennsylvania trainer a lesson by beating

him. Culla merely losked ahead at O'Sullvan, standing
ebind 2 lectern 3t 4 corner of the jury box. and avoided
the glance of bis alleged former accomplice

And when Ciulla testified that be had placed the
money won from the fixed races t Pocono on a table in
Winter's Marshall Motors s Somerville, Winter again
briskly shook his head from side 10 side and loudly
ultered, “Jesus Christ™ Again, Ciulla looked straight
ahead

Cialla is an acknowledged witness. A hug: man, 6
foot-{our and about Y00 pounds. Ciulla sirangely present.
d 3 studied appearance behind his Unted wire-rimmed
glasses. double-breasted blue sports coal. blue shirt and
peind tie. He talked slowly, softly and articulately in &
deep voice and when the 12 Irwyers abjected, a8 they
often did yesterday, be never became rankled

After spending theve weeks delrvering damaging tes-
timony against jockeys and trainers in 3 New Jersey
courtroom last fal, Ciulla walked off the witness stand.
turned 1o the defendants and said, “Good luck boys. |
hope you walk

The incident is typical of Ciula

Ciulla, 35, was facing long prison sentences in Khode
Island and New Jersey in 1§77 when he decided 10 be-
come 4 government witness and talk about his career of
traveling to tracks throughout the East and bribing joc-
keys and trainers to fix races

When he decided to talk, Ciulla became part of the
feeral witness protection program. He was given & new
identity, relocated and paid 900 2 manth by the govern-
ment

One.of the things that has made Ciula  particularly
valusble witness is that for years he has been squirreling
away records that be says document his operations.

He is used to testifying. He was the government's
chief witness in race-fix trials last year in New Jersey
and Michigan and his story is the same here as there.
Fixing races is easy.

(Other than Pellot, the others accepted his offers will-
ingly, according to Ciulla's testimany. The only question
was the price.

Court told of more beatings

* RACE FIXING
Continued from Page

Several of the 20 races Ciulla allegedly fixed st &
half-dozen East Coast tracks in 1974 and 1475 did not go
undetected, the witness sai

Jackey Raman D'Oliveria had agreed to hold back
his horse for $1000 in the ninth race at Lincoln Downs

2 but, according to the witness, the horse
had other ideas. Ciulla said DOliveri “had 1o literally
stand up on the horse from the 70-yard poleto the finish
10 keep the animal from winning

There was & disturbance after the race, DOliveria

was suspended and law enforcement olficials tried 10 in
terview him, Ciulla sa

At Owen's suggestion, Cilla said, he gave DiOliver.
ia another $1000 and sent him to Springfield, where
Owen said “two bookies he knew would hide him out
until the heat blew over”

Under questioning by Jeremiah O'Sullivan of the
Justice Department, Ciulla said another race he fixed,
the fourth at Pocano Downs on A 4, was 30 0bvi
ous that spectators nearly rioted. Fires were started in
the stands in protest, he said.

Ciulla will return o the witness stand today for his
fifth day of testimony. He is expected 10 be on the stand
several weeks. Judge A. David Mazsone is presiding.

Coulla testafied that Owen had toid him prior to the
race on March 20 that jockey “Jimmy Allen wanted §1500
10 hoid his horse. | said that was too much and | 108
Owen io bring Alle. fo me. | aiso asked him to bring
{jockey) Ramon DeOliveria 1o me.~

“Allen arrived first” af the meeting at the Magic
Chef Restaurant in North Providence, Ciulla said |
asked Mr. Allen why he wanted 5o much maney 1o held
has horse "

“He told me that his horse would be fairly short
and it would be hard to hold him.” testified Ciulla
“Plus he was fairly friendly with the trainer. | gave
50"

Nextcame DeOlveria. 1 shed i i be would e
receptive 1o hokding his horse.” said Ciulla. “He told me
be wanted $1000. 1 mu him I'd grve him $500 up front and
$500 after he held the harse *

Next came trainer Harry Hotfman, Ciulls testified
“F asked him f be had a good relationship with (jockey
Frank) Corneille. Mr. Hoftman said, Yes. | asked Mr.
Hoffman what kind of money he wanted. 1 paid Mr. Hoff
man §1000 and | tald him to make sure there were no
mistakes. Mr. Hoffman said he would emphasize the im-
portance of this harse not being on the board 1o Mr.
Cerneille

But in this race. a8 in several other races, according
10 testimany, Ciulla was part of & Gang that Coulds't m
Straight. After the race, be said, he was told there
lmos  iot a the track “because DeDliveia had o -
erally stand up oa the horse from the T0-yard pole to the
fimish ~ But they cleared $55,000, Ciulla said.

At Pocono, Ciulla testified, jockey Vernoa Gallup
‘was paid $500 to fix 3 race but finished second when he
should have been off the board. “I told Mr. Winter there.
was & problem.” said Ciulla

“Winter said he hoped we'd straighten this out.”

How?

Winter ordered Ciulla. aceording to the testimany 1o
take some men and have the jockey beaten

So the men did, Ciulla said, and “they beat and
Kicked him until he was unconscious, breaking his ribs.

The Bosica Globe Friday, May 11,169 25
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26 Ofcas To Sarve Youl

Renault Le Car lists for hundreds of
dollars less than other small cars. And
the money you save could pay for a lot
of gas

‘The $303 it saves you compared to
Fiesta, for example, can pay for nine
months’ worth of gas. The 602 Le Car
saves you compared to Rabbit or
Honda Civic CVCC Hatehback eould
buy you gas for 18 months. And the
$909 it saves you compared to Datsun
210 Hatchback could keep your tank
filled for 2% years.?

Although Renault Le Car is small

price, it's also big on comfort. With
more front legroom than a Honda
Civie. More front headroom than a
Datsun 210. More luggage space than
either Civic or Fiesta.

Road & Track praises its front seats as
“probably the best among small cars™
And Car and Driver praises its
incredibly smooth ride as “a new
standard for small cars."
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Le Car by Renault

ot . Horh Connally's Renault

Vil daast Saulh Short lnports

5o enjoy the mental comfort of
knowing you're covered by a 24
month/24,000 mile engine and drive
train limited warranty.tt No small car
offers longer standard protection.

In fact, the front-wheel-drive Le
makes people so comfortable that in
four consecutive surveys, overall
owner satisfaction averaged an
amazingly high 93.5%.

So come in and test-drive Renault Le
Car. You'll be every bit as comfortable
with the car as with the savings.

*1679 EPA estimates, Remember.
compare this estimate to he estimated
MPG of other cars. Your mileage may
vary due to speed, trip length, anc
weather. Actusl highway mileage will
probably be lower.

1EPA estimated fuel cost of $404  year,
based on 26 mpg, 15,000 miles per year,
70e  gallon.

1See & copy of the wasranty in any
Renault showroom
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Introducing

LARK
LIGHTS

Kings & 100's: 8 mg.“tar nicatine a. per cigaretie

Satisfying flavor and low tar through
ourexclustve Charcolite Filter™
Try an 8 mg. cigarette you can really enjoy.
Light up a new Lark Light.
‘
Only 8 mg.‘tar

King Size & 100

Waming. The Surgeon General Has Determined
The Cigarette Smoking s Dangerous 1o Your Health
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