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Ex-sergeant

pleads guilty
to espionage

A former U.S. Army sergeant
pleaded guilty Tuesday to stealing
sensitive Western military secrets in
1985 and selling them to East Bloc

nations.
Roderick James
Ramsay, 29, of

Tampa, faces up to
life in prison for the
espionage convic-
tion, but no date has
been set for sentencing, pendin
Ramsay’'s further cooperation witE
authorities,

Czechoslovakian agents represented
an “unprecedented” breach of West-
ern security, federal agents said.

U.S. Attorney Robert W. Genz-
man said Tuesday that the investiga-
tion into Ramsay's spy ring contin-
ues.

At a hearing after Ramsay’s ar-
rest last year, an FBI agent described
Ramsay, an unemployed cabdriver, as
a trilingual career criminal with near-
photographic memory.

The agent described how Ramsay
boasted of earning $20,000 for pass-
ing on copies of documents related to
the defense of Central Europe, the
use of tactical nuclear weapons and
U.S. military communication technol-

ogy.

As part of a plea agree-
ment, government censors
must clear any of Ramsay's
future writings about his espi-
onage adtivity or the investi-
gation of it. In addition, Ram-
say gave the government any
future profits from the telling

For nearly two years,
Ramsay had been cooperating
with investigators exploring
his relationship with his for-
mer Army supervisor, Clyde
Lee Conrad. Ramsay and
Conrad had served together
in Bad Kreuznach, West Ger-

of his spy story. many, from 1983 to 1985.
The FBI arrested Ramsay RAMSAY: Conrad was arrested in
in Tampa in June 1990, and Faces up to 1988 and convicted of high
he has been in the Hillsbor- |ife in prison  treason in a German court
ough County Jail since then. A ¢4, spying. last summer, and is serving a

federal grand jury indicted
him in July, and a plea agreement was
signed in August, but those develop-
ments remained under seal until
Sept. 4. Authorities have given no
explanation for the secrecy, or for the
sudden unsealing of the case.

At the time of Ramsay’s arrest,
authorities said he was the “tip of the
iceberg”” in a continuing investigation
of espionage. The classified informa-
tion Ramsay sold to Hungarian and

life sentence.
Ramsay voluntarily met with FBI
investigators more than 40 times
over the next two years. But inJune
1990, agents suddenly arrested him,
searched his mother's Town N Coun-
try mobile home for classified docu-
ments, and argued that Ramsay was a
danger to national security and

should be held without bail.
— BRUCE VIELMETTI
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