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Man charged as spy 13 months after arrest

® Prosecutors aren’t saying why
they waited to charge the former
Army sergeant with espionage.

BRUCE VIELMETTI
Times Staft Writer

TAMPA — When the FBI arrested reputed
spy Roderick James Ramsay last year, they said
he was responsible for an ‘‘unprecedented”
breach in Western security.

But federal authorities waited 13 months
before formally charging the 29-year-old former
U.S. Army sergeant with espionage, and un-
sealed the indictment only Wednesday, without
an announcement,

Ramsay, who has spent the 15 months since
his arrest in the Hillshorough County Jail, 1s
charged with selling classified documents to
Hungarian and Czechoslovakian spies. The docu-
ments concerned plans for the defense of Cen-
tral Europe, the United States’ use of tactical
nuclear weapons and U.S. military communica-

tions technology, according to the indictment.

The two-page indictment says the offenses
occurred in November and December 1985,
while Ramsay was stationed in West Germany. If
convicted, Ramsay could be sentenced to life in
prison,

Chief Assistant U.S. Attorney Gregory Ke-
hoe on Friday refused to comment on the delay
in charging Ramsay, or to say why the indict-
ment remained under seal for five weeks even
though Ramsay was in custody.

After his arrest last year, Ramsay waived his
right to a speedy indictment and trial, and has
declined numerous requests for interviews.

Ramsay's attorney, Chief Assistant Federal
Public Defender Mark Pizzo, could not be
reached for comment Friday.

At a hearing last year, FBI Special Agent Joe
Navarro described Ramsay as a trilingual career
criminal with near-photographic memory. But
since his discharge from the military, Ramsay
had been living around Boston, Orlando and
Tampa, working odd jobs.

Navarro said he met Ramsay in August

1988, after the arrest of Clyde Lee Conrad,
Ramsay’s former Army supervisor. A West Ger-
man court convicted Conrad of high treason in
June 1990 and sentenced him to life in prison,
He did not implicate Ramsay during his prosecu-
tion.

As they investigated Conrad’s connections,
FBI agents conducted more than 40 interviews
with Ramsay, who was extremely friendly and
cooperative, Ramsay and the agents had dinners
together and exchanged gifts on holidays. Mean-
while, Ramsay boasted that he earned $20,000
helping steal documents for Conrad, and re-
vealed a plethora of details about Conrad’s spy
ring.

In June 1990, agents arrested Ramsay in
Tampa and searched his mother's Town 'N
Country home for classified documents, but
found none.

Though prosecutors and Navarro said Ram-
say possessed critical knowledge of NATO de-
fenses that could command a high price from
unfriendly nations, they never explained why he
was not arrested earlier.
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