Anatomy
of a heist

On March 18, 1990, the Isabella
Stewart Gardner Museum was
robbed of 13 valuable works

of art by two thieves dressed

as police officers. - = -
. . “La Sortie du Pelage” by Degas
Minute by minute:
Reconstruction based on alarm times SHORT GALLERY
and eyewitness accounts. S items stolerc |

B Degas, “La Sortie du Pelage,” pencil and water color on paper
W Degas, *Cortege Aux Emvirons de Florence,” pencil, wash on paper
W Degas, “Thres Mounted Jockeys” black ink, washes, oil on paper

“The Storm on the Sea of Galilee,”

“The Concert” e -
= " by Rembrandt

by Vermeer _——

W Degas, “Program for an Artistic Soree,” charcoal on paper ;";_’,.H-’
W Degas, “Program for an Artistic Soiree.” unfinished, charcoal on paper -
W Gilded finial atop 3 Mapoleonic banner -

Rambrand,
A Lady and
Gantiendn

i Black”

INDFLOOR

“Chez Tortoni,” by Edouard Manet

BLUE ROOM —
One item stoler: .
W Manet, "“Chez
Tortoni,” oil on '
canvas
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Six items stolen:
= . : W Vermeer, “The Concert,” Oil on canvas
I'EI I_I B Rembrandt, “A Lady and Gentlernan in Black.” oil on canvas
E? starmase I o Ku, Shang B Rembrandt, “The Storm on the Sea of Galilee,” ol on canvas
START OF BURGLARY END Dynasty W Rembrandt, “Self Portrait” tihing
sees Inghviclial movements — The two thieves were lot in by quards W Govaert Flinck, “Landscape With an Obelisk.” Qil on oak panel
= (iroup movernents through this door at 2 Palace Road B Chinese bronge beaker or “Ku,” Shang Dymasty, 1200 -1100 BC
Getting i takes the thieves 24 minutes to tie up Grabbing Sometime during the 45-minute spree throughout the second floor, The 12 minutes to bundle The
inside the guards and take them to the basement. the goods aManeat painting is stolen from the Blue Room. It i unclear when it was taken, Lot the art and be gone, Es ape
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1:24 a.m. 1:48 1:51 1:53 1:56 1:57 2:04 2:08 2:10 2:27-2:28 2:40 2:41 2:45
Murseum gisard lets the The thieves Oine: thied An alarm Alarms show both thesves Al least Both One thief Second theed heads Thigves refurm Theinside  Theoutside  Inside door opens
B thieves, who are hiead up the leaves room i trippad back in the Dutch Room. one thief Ehieses goes fo i the Litthe Salon tox the Duitch o i door opens  again, Tollowed by
dressed a8 police main staircasa tripping an acnges the A akarm sounds in the raburns b i in the Early through thie Early Room and then apened and  and closes.  the outside doce.
officers, i the outside and inti the alarmin the busldng inihe  Tapestry room, but nothing tha Duteh Dutch [takian Italian Room. by tha heallhwiany. aliowed 1o Ivvestigaton say
door at the Palace Road second fooe stair hallway. Dutch Room, i later found messing Riooem, FOOm. Room and close, this may indicate
entrance and then the Dutch Room. The thief goes. confirming thiat hack tothe that the two theves
insida door, A second through the twn thiswes ara Litths Salon. lalt separately within
quard comes downstairs Early Italian at weork in the Tour minutes of oz
o thve guand room R and ITRISELm ancither
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