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Botched mob hit triggered manhunt

W FROM PAGE ONE

n was & Russian
made AKAT assault rifle and live
bullets and spent 223 caliber shell
casings were found at the scene
sources said

Salemme. clutehing his stom.
ach. ran around the cornet to a

Gino's where he calmly
walked into the plzza parlor and
toward the men's room. witnesses
said! Minutes later. he emerged
and ook a seat by the door. leay
ing no trall of biood. A waitress
called the police.

He was very calm. He looked
like a man who had been shot
before.”" she said

y noon. the reputed ganglind
leader was undergoing surgery at
AtlantiCare Medical Center. Dr
Hubert Johnson found 1w bullets
and three wounds — chest. siom.
ach and lower leg. One bullet en
tered his chest near the heart and
exited his stomach.

The late-morning gunplay sent
bullets zinging over the crowded
parking lot. shattering car win-
dows and penetrating the pancake
house walls where.a slug sliced
through a padded bench in the lob-
by

A waitress yelled 10 the cus
tomers 1o hit the deck. Mothers
pulled children 1o the floor and
elderly customers scrambled for
cover Al least 40 people were in-
side. waitresses said

When police arrived

still parked facing Route 1 Two
cardboard baxes in the back sest
remained unopened. Investigaturs
were still speculating whether the
contents of those boxes are linked
10 the shooting

Police said the gunmen drove
wildly through the parking lot of
the adjacent Service Merchandise
catalog store and out onta Route |
The car was abandoned with a flat
tire in a parking lot next to The
Palace nighiclub less then a mile
away,

Within a half hour. state police
dogs were sniffing the woods be-
hind The Palace and detectives
were knocking on doors of peigh
boring homes. The blue Dodge had
been stolen early vesterday from
Alamo Rental Car at Logan In
ternational Airport

Law enforcement sources said
Salemme was marked for death by
u jealous Ferrara because. in the
past year. Salemme had been
en the blessing and goahead by
Patriarca to take over Bosion's
syniicate.

Salemme was spotted. recently
by law_enforcement ~authorities
visitinit Patriarea in Rhode Island
and was also seen at underworld
hangouts in Boston’s North End
East Boston's Maverick Square
and In Revere

Sixteen months 3go. Salemme
was released from prison after
serving 13 vears for the attempled
murder of a lawyer who was ther
defending mob turncoat and

Ferrara

notorious hitman Joseph Barboza
ron

Barbora, formerly of Swamp-
scott, incurred the mob's wrath
when he testified about underworld
activities before the United States
Senate in 1968, His words put Po-
triarea’s father, the Iate Raymond
LS. Patriarca. behind bars for tax
evasion As it turned out. Barboza
had written his own death sen.

On Jan 1968, Salemme
then of Evereit. planted a
dynamite bomb in a car owned by
Barboza's attorney. John E
Fitzgerald Jr. also of Everett
The explosion tore off @ piece of
Fitzgerald's leg and sent a
message 1o other anti-organited
crime attorneys

Salemme went underground af
ter the bombing but was captured
by the FBIL in 1872 Convicted of
attempted murder and sentenced
10 3 years. he was released after
15 because of good conduct. He
was held at prisons in Walpole,
Concord and Lancaster. but he
never talked. The Pmrlnu s were
indebred. sources

rhiza wenk inlo e, Wioess

Protection Program after testi-
fying 1o the Senate. but he was
slain in San Francisco in 1676, al-
legedly by Russo, 57. whom 1
FBUbes lished g6 el i rank fo
Ferrara and Salerm

The Barboza hit nlleg!dlv n
orchestrated by I
nino_of Swumpmn nw un
prisaned for racketeering. Al his
trial in federal court two vears
ago. Zannino deseribed the hit in a
secrelly-recorded FBI tape

‘The death of Barboza supposed-
Iy put Zannino and Russo in good
standing with both Patriareas. and
helped give rise to Salemme who
was not only Zannino's clase as-
sociate bul the man who blew up
Fitzgerald's car

That rmmnxmp :pparem:\-
has sour
pected of piullml te Paiciarca’s
averthrow, sources said. Grasso
?alrun:x! No. 2 man. was found
floating in the river near Weather
sfield. Conn.. approximately 20
miles south of Hartford. Connecti-
cut police received a tip and
dragged the water until the body
was found at a bullet
lodged in the back of the head

Since the imprisonmeni of
Angiulo and his brothers. a
Salemme associate — Charles
Quintana, 7. of Revere — alleged
Iy has assumed the important rale
of counselor to Patriarca This
too, reportedly has helped
Salemme move closer to the mob's
center of power.

Salemme’s brother. John J
Jackie” Salemme. visited Lynn
hospital last night. He has been
identified as an Angiulo associate
and in 1983 stood trial for the
murder of an Angiulo enemy. con
victed cocaine dealer George A
Pappas of Braintree. Pappas was
shot to death inside a restaurant in
Boston's Chinatown
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‘The nickname *Vinnie the Nip
stuck to Ferrara during a mini-war
which plagued the Iialian neighbor-
hood in the late 705 when he was
2. At the time, Ferrara wore
flashy clothes and admirers com-
pared him {0 John Travolia whose
acting career was skyrockeling. A
few even called him “the elegant
enforcer.

Ferrara's ascension through
the ranks of La Cosa Nostra was
preceded by his reputation for vio-
lence, which, according to Boston
Police Det. William Dwyer. in-
cluded word on the streel he roid

Dwyer's assessment is cor
taimed in Suffolk Superior Cours
documents leit behind by Ferrara's
attempt o beat an arrest for i
legally carrying a handgun
Couched in legalize, a prosecutar's
affidavit says Ferrara ‘“demon
strales antagonism toward law en
forcement persannel

Fresh out of Boston College in
1971 with @ degree in busines:
minisiration, Ferrara had two ke
ingredients which would, during
the course of the next seven years
bring him to’the attention of Bos

nes:
0 take on assignments requiring
violence.
The North End blood bath was
a siepping stone and netted Fer
rara his first and only jail sen
in the Deer Island
House of Correction. On the night
of August 2, 1979, Ferrara was
cruising the sireets looking to siop
the young toughs of his generation
who were ripping off the busi-
nesses and disrupting the way of
life Huhluhed by the elders.
e young studs of Endicott
:lrm led by Ferrara, were doing
battle with those of Fleet Street
and the Endicott Street gang was
soon under investigation for eight
murders
“The Fleet Street guys were 4
bunch of hoodlums doing angel
dust, and they were violaling cer
tain traditional lines, " said & law
man who, his own protection
asked to remain anonymous
“They were doing housebreaks

vipping off the bookies, the card
games, and in general Stealing
from their own. When the powers
that be tried to tell them 10 stop
they just laughed and iold them
what they could

Ferrara_supposedly was. asked
10 resolve the situation.

‘The elders tried again and
again fo get these guys to stop
whal ey vere doing. Then ine

ider: making _arrange
ments to knoek them af,” the law
man said

Among the first to die were
Angelo “Jack” DiFromo, ring
eader of the Fleet Street gang
and his brother, Jasey

Jack stuck up an Angiulo card
game.” the lawman recalled “The
knew it was him and they told
him, ‘Don't do it.’ The next night
they asked him to play eards with
them. Like a fool he showed up
and they put a bullet in his head

Next, a contract went out on
Joseph DeFronzo. “There were
three attemtps 1o Kill Joey. They
tabbed him, shot him, and finally
guoned him down because he
threatened Lo retaliate. Eventually
they killed them all off. The older
guys eliminated the younger hood-
lums.” the lawman recalled

Antl r'* Corlito soon
joined the list of dead, and before
the guns went silent, two of Fer
rara’s associates — Vincent Feder-
ico and Thomas Casale  were
charged with murder

. was eager (o impress
Angiulo, primarily because Angiulo
had expressed interest in the young
man as 4 polential manager of the
syndicate’s. legitimate businesses.
saurces told The liem

‘The night Ferrara was arrested
in 1978, 4 snitch told two Boston
police detectives — Dwyer and his
partner, Det, Mark Moiloy  that
Ferrara was carrying a Sawrday
night special. The cops called it a
snubble because of its short barrel
just saw Vinnie the Nip and
he's gol & gun on him," the infor-

said, based on a statement of
facts outlined in Ferrara's appesl
of the conviction

tectives  searched the

z

orth End and soon spotied Fer-
rara driving along North Washing.

State Police K.8 specialist Cleve Coats charges his dog with sceat of
Melrose/Saugus line

K]

State troopers Michael Cont, Cleve Coats and Saugus Patrolman Allred
H;

ton Street toward Charlestown
The police knew that Ferrara

was the main trigger guy.” one
investigator recalled “Him and
Casale

Dwyer radioed for assistance
and sounded the siren. He noticed
Ferrara drop his left shoulder as if
o reach toward the fioor of the
car, which had been forced over on
the Charlestown Bridge.

Dwyer pulled his service re
volver and ordered Ferrara 1

place his hands on the steering -

wheel. Patrolmen Anthony Pezzulo
and Patrick McDonough arrived as
pack-up. Pezaulo rousted Ferrara
from the car. Dwyér patted him

wn and found an empty holster
inside his belt. Then Pezzulo saw
the butt end of a 3 caliber snub
nosed revolver protruding [rom be-
neath the front seat. It was loaded
idn't have & permit. He
was arrested on the

The following April, Ferrara
attempted to suppress the
evidence, arguing the cops had vio
lated his cnnlmuunul rlnu\- But
 judge disagreed and Ferrara was
mmua of illegal weapons

‘Th tried to move MOUNtAins

in that case,” said an mmq- who
s part in the proceedings. *That
case wend all the wiy to fhe suate
Supreme Court, but he did the year

torney's office. She and Assist

is follow the soent-tracking dog alon a sidewalk

District Attorney Robert
McKenna Jr. penned the argument
that ensured Ferrara would go to
jail
Ferrara's wife and th
daughters were then living in
Nashua, N.H. Upen his release, he
rejoined the gaggle of “rising
star” underworld figures in the
North End. As often happens in
sich circles, the stint behind bars
earned him @ special status and
boosted him up the ladder of or
ganized criminals
But times have changed since
Angiulo's conviction, as has Fer-
rara’s lifestyle. With Angiulo gone
errara moved 10 take over the
well-structured sports betting and
foan sharking network, according
1o law enforcement sources. They
said he hoped to consalidate power
as boss of Baston and increase his
share of the profiis by “shaking
down" the book makers Ferrara
andied the talks himselt, they
was even seen al
reet in
Lynn, holding morning conlerences
ar the mater cooler with sus-
pected book
The thake dowas were.q major
mistake because they ma
mies and brought the attention of
the law, The [tem was told
Other changes became evident
Ferrara had (raded his natty
clothes and high profile for  low
key exisience, He was frequently
seen in a sweatsult visiting the
North End, or hanging around in
Dusbury and Revere, where he'd

Bullets litter the parking lot of The Palace nightclub near the sus-

pects'ubandancd vehicle

rented half a duplex at 18 Herman
St

Revere, however, was under
the FBI's magnifying glass. A fa-
vorite haunt — Fasad's nightclub
in Revere — had been closed alter
federal agents busied the place for
loan sharking in 1967, Several clase
associates had been indicted as a
result. By then, Ferrara's wife and
children were gone, {allout from a
divorce

d's ease brought news
that the FBI had wire-tapped two
other Ferrara hangouts — Heller's
Cafe in Chelsea, and Vanessa's
lalian Food Shoppe in Boston's
Prudential Center. Although girl-
friends were still in the picture.
everyone had become suspect since
Ferrara learned an associate was
secretly laping his conversations
for the FBI
A few months ago, it became
clear that Danie) Forte, former
manager of Peabody's Golden
Banana strip joint, had tu
state's evidence and strapped &
upei recorder to his body. The heat
was turned up, and law
mlotc!mﬂl ‘sources are convinced
has been removed from the
pmmm of ranking mafioso in Bos-

On the street, rumors that Fer-
rara will soon be indicted for
racketeering are running rampant
Wurdll.mm-lmmmlnl

game. Russo, a rﬂwld
lml-lm lieutenant or capo

is expected 1o be ohiciea
-hu with Feerara

When Angiulo went to Jall. the
mob scrambled to reorganize. Fer-
rara and Russo were considered
rivals for the throne. Russo was
well respected since he Is sus-
pected of having murdered
notorious  Mafia hitman Joseph
Bai

Barboza, formerly of Swamp-
scott, testified in 195 before a
congressional subcommitiee in-

Patriarca was then head all or-
ganized in New England,
rding and

according to the FBI, and Russo
was held in high esteem for killing *
him a few years later
Bartora estfed, arctheg

Mafia soldier was also gaini
ognition Salemme had bee
cused of planting & o 4 Ev
erett attorney John E. Fitzgerald s
cor. Filzgerald was representing '

Barboza and the blast tore away &
part of his leg

Salemme fled, then went 1o -

months ago a hand
mnumn believe he will assume

of underboss, with the
nmm of the late Patriarca's
son, Ray triarea Jr.
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