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Gardner Museum reopens to public

FBI releases composite sketches, reports calls from tipsters

BOSTON (AP) — The FBI is-
sued composite drawings of the
two thieves who pulled off the art
theft of the century at the Gard-
ner Museum when they stole 11
priceless artworks and other rare
objects.

Clad in police uniforms, the pair
talked their way into the Isabella
Stewart Gardner Museum early
Sunday and took paintings and
prints by such artists as Rem-
brandt and Degas. They also
swiped an ancient Chinese vase
and a gilded eagle from the flag
pole of a Napoleonic flag.

The composites showed two
white men in policemen’s hats.
One was depicted with gold wire-
rimmed glasses, a strong jaw,
dark hair and eyes and was de-
scribed as being in his late 20s to
early 30s, of medium build and 5-
foot-7 to 5-foot-10. The other sus-
pect, shown with pronounced
cheekbones and dark hair and
eyes, was thought to be in his
early to mid-30s, 180 pounds and 6-
feet or 6-foot-1.

The composites showed the sus-
pects both with mustaches and
without because authorities be-
lieve they might have worn fake
mustaches during the robbery.

Even before the $1 million re-
ward was posted, tipsters began
calling the Gardner Museum and
the FBI, hinting they knew where
the artworks could be found, offi-
cials said Wednesday,

At the same time, with two of
the museum’s looted rooms now
behind police barricades, the pub-
lic was allowed inside Wednesday
for the first time since the crime

Considered too well-known to be
sold on the open market, the haul
from Isabella Stewart Gardner's
collection has been estimated to
be worth in the hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars.

The international auction hous-
es, Sotheby’s and Christie's are
underwriting the $1 million re-
ward, offered with no questions
asked, for safe return of the
works.

The FBI and the museum said
the calls from would-be tipsters
escalated once a reward was add-
ed

“You're generally talking about
thieves that are going to be in
contact with others in eriminal

circles and that's where it (the
tips) generally comes from,” said
Dennis O’Callaghan, assistant
FBI special agent in charge in
Boston,

While he declined to comment
on whether staff at the museum
had been given lie detector tests,
he said former employees were
being questioned, a standard
practice in such cases.

Back at the museum, the four-
story brick mansion was washed
in the gray light of a drizzly New
England spring morning Wednes-
day. Little more than pure sun-
light illuminates the collection of
2,000 paintings, statues, antique
furniture, silverware, lace, books
and historic letters spanning 30
centuries carefully acquired and
displayed just as Mrs. Gardner
left them.

A pale yellow light bathed the
Dutch Room and its green bro-
cade walls where the missing
Rembrandts, Vermeer and Flinck
left large blank spaces on the
walls that look pleasantly clut-
tered according to Mrs. Gardner’s
own arrangement.

While the wall fabric was un-
harmed, frames that contained
two Rembrandts lay on the gal-
lery's terracotta floor, side-by-
side under lights, and beside res-
toration tools left by the repair
crew.

Fragments of the gold frame
that held “The Storm on the Sea
of Galilee” had been swept up and
glued back into the elaborate
carving. Next to it was the small-
er wood frame that held the dou-
ble portrait, ‘‘Lady and
Gentleman in Black.”

Museum Director Anne Hawley
said the museum, while hoping to
get the pictures back, was also
worried about possible damage to
the canvases.

“There’s always a question of
what happens to a painting when
you roll it up. There can be
flaking and chipping,” she said.
“Paintings are like human beings
and they have to be taken care
o

The thieves took two paintings
and an etching by Rembrandt,
three prints and two charcoals by
Edgar Degas; one painting each
by Edouard Manet, Jan Vermeer
and Govaert Flinck, and a bronze
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Assistant Agent-in-charge Dennis M. Callaghan of the FBI
holds four sketches Wednesday of two suspects from the
Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum robbery in Boston. The
sketches show the suspects with and without mustaches,
since it is believed that the robbers wore fake mustaches.

beaker dating from the Chinese
Shang Dynasty, 1,200-1,100 B.C.

The museum discovered Tues-
day that a gilded eagle atop a
Napoleonic flag was also stolen in
the theft.

But the thieves left behind an-
other Rembrandt self-portrait af-
ter ripping it from the wall,
Hawley said. Large and painted
on a wood panel, it might have
been too cumbersome to take, she
said.

While experts have suggested
the thieves were selective in what
they took, possibly indicating it
was a commissioned crime, Haw-

ley disagreed.

“I frankly don't think they were
as knowledgeable about art,” she
said. “I think they were (only)
knowledgeable about crime. They
took the Degas prints. Why not
the Titian?"

Hawley said among tipsters
calling the museum was a woman
who reached her Tuesday.

“I have had one call from a
person who claims to have re-
ceived an anonymous call from
someone who claims to know
where the works are,” she said.

Hawley said the caller was a
woman in the art community.
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